
Hmmm… Let Me Think About This for a Moment 
     Have you ever had a question get stuck in your brain and you just have to have the answer to 
it? Did the answer to a mystery in life elude you and now you can’t think of anything else? Let’s 
explore this final frontier called our brain and see if you can solve these Hmmm… Let me think 
puzzles. These questions are good conversation starters at the dinner table, on a car trip or 
anytime you wish to get stuck on finding the answer to a life’s mystery. Perhaps you can write 
down some of your ideas or solutions and help others not get stuck with the question in their 
mind constantly like the tune, “It’s a Small World.” (You are welcome.) 

1. Why are hamburger bun bottoms so thin? 
2. Why do dogs smell funny when they get wet? 
3. Why doesn’t rain come down the chimney into the fireplace when smoke can get out the 

chimney? 
4. Why do doughnuts have holes? 
5. Why does a newspaper tear smoothly vertically and raggedly horizontally? 
6. Why do we grow lawns around our houses? 
7. Which side gets the game ball when a football game ends in a tie? 
8. Why is Jack the nickname for John? 
9. Why do ketchup bottles have necks so narrow that a spoon won’t fit inside? 
10. When a pothole is formed on the road, why don’t we see the displaced concrete? 
11. Why does American electricity run on A.C. rather than D.C.? 
12. What are those twitches and jerks that occasionally wake us just as we are falling asleep? 
13. Why does the skin on the extremities wrinkle after a bath? Why only the extremities? 
14. Why do men’s bicycles have a crossbar? 
15. Why is royalty referred to as “blue-blooded”? 
16. Why do nurses wear white? Why do surgeons wear blue or green when operating? 
17. Why doesn’t a “two-by-four” measure two inches by four inches? 
18. Why do bananas, unlike other fruits, grow upward? 
19. Why do clocks run “clockwise”? 
20. How and why do horses sleep standing up? 
21. What is the purpose of the white half-moons on the bases of our fingernails and 

toenails? And why don’t they grow out with the nails? 
22. Why do hot dogs come ten to a package and hot-dog buns come eight to a package? 
23. Why are buttons on men’s shirts and jackets arranged differently from those on women’s 

shirts? 
24. Why do the English drive on the left and Americans drive on the right? 
25. Why do we give apples to teachers? 

 
 


